
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION AND WATER USE LICENCE 

Basic Assessment for the Proposed Madwaleni Lodge, Adjacent to the White Mfolozi River, 
Ulundi Local Municipality, Zululand District, KwaZulu-Natal 

EDTEA REFERENCE NUMBER: As per title above (number to be provided post formal 
application)  

What does this document tell you? 

This document aims to provide you, as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP), with background information regarding 

the initiative by AHC Northern Territories (Pty) Ltd to undertake the development of the Madwaleni Lodge, 

KwaZulu-Natal, located within the proposed Babanango Game Reserve. 

This document provides information regarding the Basic Assessment (BA) and Water Use Licence Application 

(WULA) being undertaken, and also advises you on how you can become involved in the project – by reviewing 

information, and making inputs thereon, including raising any possible issues. This sharing of information forms the basis 

of the public participation process and offers you the opportunity to become actively involved in the project from the 

outset. Public participation allows for local knowledge to be integrated into the BA as generated. 

What does the project entail? 

The project can be summarised as follows: 

Project name 
Basic Assessment for the Proposed Madwaleni Lodge, Adjacent to the White Mfolozi 

River, Ulundi Local Municipality, Zululand District, KwaZulu-Natal 

Local authority Ulundi Local Municipality - KwaZulu-Natal  

(Competent Authority – 

CA) 

The Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs 

(Environmental Authorisation - EA) 

and  

The Department of Water and Sanitation (Water Use Licence - WUL) 

Landowner(s) and 

Applicant 
African Habitat Conservancy (AHC), AHC Northern Territories (Pty) Ltd 

Property details 
Farm portion: 722, Parcel key: K266N0GU000000000722000000, ID: 
N0GU000000000722000000, Farm name: LULU 722 

Co-ordinates 

Point South East 

Middle / centre 28.216545 31.076411 

 

Location 

The project footprint is located within the northern reaches of Zululand which is located 

within the north eastern corner of the KwaZulu Natal Province. The project footprint falls 

within the Maputaland-Pondoland-Albany Region of plant endemism. This region was 

added to the hotspot list in recognition of its astounding species richness, but also 

because of the threats to this rapidly changing land. Rural villages are scattered 

throughout the region and dominant land-use activities include subsistence farming and 

communal grazing. The project footprint is located approximately 18 km to the north of 

the town of Babanango within the Ulundi Local Municipality, KwaZulu Natal and is 

located adjacent to the White Mfolozi River within the proposed Babanango Game 

Reserve, KwaZulu Natal. The site is accessed from the R34 National Road in the North, 

via a gravel road through the farm Jordaan 3-656 and 5-656 on which the current Zulu 

Rock Lodge is located, Bloemhof 34 and Lulu No:722.  
 

 

The study site falls within the proposed Babanango Game Reserve (BGR) which is proposed as an amalgamation of 
community owned and privately owned land. The largest area is owned by a The Emcakwini Community Trust (ECT) who 
successfully claimed 38 000 ha of land in the region. The claimant community, represented by the ECT, were removed 
from their land in the 1950s, which comprises approximately 192 households. The incorporates forestry land (wattle, pine 
and gum) plus good cattle grazing land. The game farms, situated in the White Mfolozi River valley, include some 4 200 
ha of typical indigenous Zululand veldt.  
The ECT has engaged with Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife to include approximately 13,000ha immediately south of the White 
Mfolozi River within the organisation’s Bio-Diversity Stewardship Programme. for declaration as a Nature Reserve under 
the National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003) (NEMPAA).  
The ECT’s aim, with the support of AHC, is to develop the land area into a game reserve in order that the community will 
benefit from inter alia job creation, community benefit projects and eco-tourism income from the operation of the game 
reserve. The ECT has been working with a Non-Government Organisation, Conservation Outcomes, to undertake 
background assessment work and prepare the necessary applications. The long term goal (in keeping with the principles 
of the Biodiversity Stewardship Programme) is to develop and manage a financially viable private game reserve (Big Five) 
focusing on the restoration of the biodiversity, the cultural history and scenic splendour of the region.  

Description of the proposed project 



A private investor (African Habitat Conservancy (Pty) Ltd) [AHC]) has already invested substantially in the project to date. 
The ECT owns the majority of properties forming the proposed BGR, while AHC Northern Territories (Pty) Ltd has 
purchased three other farms in the area to be joined with those owned by the ECT, to form the BGR (refer to figure 
below).  
 

 
Figure 1: Broader Babanango Game Reserve.  
 
The development of the Madwaleni Lodge forms part of the proposed new Babanango Game Reserve initiative.  
The proposed development of the Madwaleni Lodge will include the following: (a) A main reception area (comprising 
reception, covered interior and exterior, open exterior and pool, of 2025m2 (b) six accommodation units of 233.8m2 and 
(c) services of 606.1m2 (kitchen and laundry etc.). This totals a site development area of 2864m2 (refer to Layout Plan 
below) 

 

 
 
Figure 2: Layout of the Madwaleni Lodge 
 

 



What are the potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project? 

Potential environmental impacts associated with the project have been identified. Therefore, as part of the BA and WULA, 

these potential impacts will be assessed through the following specialist studies: 

Specialist Study Organisation 

Faunal Assessment Zanemvula Environmental 

Geotechnical Assessment Drennan Maud 

Flood Assessment  Nature Stamp 

Heritage Impact Assessment Jean Beater and Roy Muroyi 

Agricultural Agro-Ecosystem Impact Assessment Vuna Africa 

Engineering Services Report NJV Consulting Engineers 

Waste Management Plan Luxury Frontiers 

Hydrogeological Assessment GCS 

Hydrological Assessment GCS 

Hydropedological Assessment GCS 

Freshwater and Vegetation Assessment Zanemvula Environmental 

The EIA Regulations (2014, as amended in 2017) requires the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to be 

independent, objective and have expertise in conducting EIAs. Such expertise should include knowledge of all relevant 

legislation and of any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed activity. IDM Environmental Consulting is an 

independent and suitably qualified consultancy, undertaking this BA and WULA.  

Input from the public through the public participation process provides valuable input in the identification of issues 

requiring investigation within this BA process. The study will highlight areas that should be avoided in order to minimise 

potential impacts, and evaluate the project alternatives. The BA will aim to achieve the following: 

▪ Provide an overall assessment of the social and biophysical environments of the affected area by the proposed 

construction of the project; 

▪ Undertake a detailed assessment in terms of environmental criteria including the rating of significant impacts; 

▪ Identify and recommend appropriate mitigation measures for potentially significant environmental impacts; and 

▪ Undertake a fully inclusive public participation process to ensure that I&AP issues and concerns are recorded and 

commented on. 

Why are environmental studies needed? 

In terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations Government Notice Regulation (GNR) No. 324 

to 327 of 2014 (as amended in 2017), published in terms of Section 24(5), and read with Section 44, of the National 

Environmental Management Act (NEMA) (Act No. 107 of 1998), the African Habitats Conservation (AHC), AHC Northern 

Territories (Pty) Ltd requires an Environmental Authorisation (EA) from the Provincial Department of Economic 

Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (EDTEA) for undertaking the proposed project as it includes activities 

listed under GNR 324 and 327 of the EIA Regulations (2014). In terms of the National Water Act (NWA) (Act No. 36 of 

1998), the African Habitats Conservation (AHC), AHC Northern Territories (Pty) Ltd requires a WUL from the Department 

of Water and Sanitation (DWS). 

The following activities of GNR 327 are being applied for: 

▪ Activity 12, 14, 19, 25, and 28  

The following activities of GNR 324 are being applied for: 

▪ Activity 10 [d] [v] [vii]; 12 [d] [v] [viii] and 14 [ii] [a] within [d] [iv] [vii] [xi]  

Activities under these listings may have an effect on the environment, hence a BA process and WUL Application, will 

have to be undertaken. A BA is an effective planning and decision-making tool, which allows for the identification of 

potential environmental consequences of a proposed project, and its management through the planning process. 

The following water uses of Section 21 of the NWA are being applied for: 

▪ (a) Taking water from a watercourse; 

▪ (c) Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse;  

▪ (g) Disposing of waste in a manner that may detrimentally impact a water resource; and 

▪ (i) Altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics of a watercourse 

The African Habitats Conservation (AHC), AHC Northern Territories (Pty) Ltd has appointed IDM Consulting to provide 

independent EAP services for the proposed project. As part of these environmental studies, all I&APs will be actively 

involved through a public participation process (PPP). 

Public Participation Process (PPP) 

It is important that relevant I&APs are identified and involved in the PPP from the outset of the project. In line with the 

National Environmental Management Act and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations – GNR No. 43412, 



dated 05 June 2020, we are ensuring effective public participation in the process which includes the following steps 

during the BA and WULA Process, while adhering to precautions against the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. These 

steps form part of Public Participaion Process Plan (in light of COVID-19 restrictions) approved by EDTEA: 

▪ STEP 1: Create awareness of the BA and WULA process (by way of advertisement in local newspaper, circulation 

of BID [this document] and erection of site notices); 

▪ STEP 2: Register I&APs and key stakeholders on the database (on-going); 

▪ STEP 3: Consultation with, and transfer of information to, I&APs through consultation and stakeholder 

engagement; 

▪ STEP 4: Invite I&AP comment and input on the draft BA report (BAR) (30-day comment period) and Draft WUL 

Application (60-day comment). The reports will be made available at Zulu Rock, on the website of the PPP 

consultant (Phelamanga) and upon request via Dropbox; and 

▪ STEP 5: Record all comments, issues and concerns raised by I&APs within an issues trail, which will form an 

integral part of the BAR and WULA. 

How can you get involved? 

Phelamanga has been appointed as the independent public participation consultant. If you consider yourself an 

I&AP for this proposed project, we urge you to become involved. 

▪ By responding (by phone, fax or e-mail) to our invitation for your involvement in the process. 

▪ By completing the attached comment form and emailing it to Mrs Rose Owen. 

▪ By reviewing and commenting on the draft / consultation BAR within the allowed 30-day review period (30 July to 

30 August 2020), and the WUL within the allowed 60-day period (30 July to 30 September 2020).  

THE DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT BAR IS 30 AUGUST 2020 

THE DEALINE FOR COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT WULA IS 30 SEPTEMBER 2020 

By completing and submitting the accompanying response form, you automatically register yourself as an I&AP for this 

project, and ensure that your comments, concerns and/or queries raised regarding the project will be noted. 

Comments and queries on the project can be directed to 
 

Mrs Rose Owen (MSoc Sci) 

T: 031 765 8236;  

C: 082 506 0093 

E: rose@phelamanga.co.za 

Web: http://www.phelamanga.co.za



NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION AND WATER USE AUTHORISATION 

Basic Assessment for the Proposed Madwaleni Lodge, Adjacent to the White Mfolozi River, 
Ulundi Local Municipality, Zululand District, KwaZulu-Natal 

EDTEA REFERENCE NUMBER: As per title above (number to be provided post formal 
application)  

YOUR COMMENTS AND QUERIES ARE WELCOME 

Please complete this Comment Form in full and return to:  

 

Mrs Rose Owen (MSoc Sci) 

T: 031 765 8236;  

C: 082 506 0093 

E: rose@phelamanga.co.za 

Web: http://www.phelamanga.co.za 

Title (Prof/Mr/Mrs)  First name  

Surname  

Capacity (e.g. Secretary / 

Director) 

 

Organisation  

Postal address  Postal code  

Tel No. ( )  Cell No.  

Fax No. ( )  Email address  

Do you want to be registered 

on the project database with 

the details provided above? 

Yes 

 

No 

  

 

What comments / concerns would you like to raise regarding this proposed project? (Please use additional pages, if required) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Signature  

 

IF YOU PREFER NOT TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THIS PROPOSED PROJECT, AND, WOULD 

PREFER TO BE REMOVED FROM THE PROJECT DATABASE, PLEASE TICK THE BOX BELOW AND RETURN THE FORM TO 

THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION CONSULTANTS (CONTACT DETAILS AS PROVIDED ABOVE). 

Remove from database  

 


