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Isizinda MES Postponement Application  
Meeting held on 16 July 2019 at 14:00 at 

Isizinda CEO Boardroom 
4 Harbour Arterial Rd, Richards Bay 

 
 

Present (as per attendance register) 

Ms Sandy Camminga (SC)  Richards Bay Clean Air Association 

Mr Andrew Gilder (AG)   Climate-Legal 

Ms Lindiwe Gwala (LG)   Isizinda 

Mr Percy Langa (PL)   Richards Bay IDZ 

Mr Duncan Martin (DM)   COEX 

Ms Megan McNamara (MM)  IMA Trader 

Mr Zeon Meyer (ZM)   Isizinda 

Ms Ntando Mtshali (NM)   Richards Bay IDZ 

Mr Andrew Simpson (AS)   IMA Trader 

Ms Natasha Williams (NW)  IMA Trader 

 

Secretariat 

Ms Rose Owen (RO)   Phelamanga  

Ms Nokwazi Vilakazi (NV)   Phelamanga   

 

Apologies 

Mr Frans van der Walt (FvdW)  QS2000 

Ms Sharin Govender (SG)   uMhlatuze Municipality 

Cllr Christo Botha (CB)   Ward Councillor 

Peter Crafford (PC)   Isizinda 

Sizwe Khumalo (SK)   Isizinda 

Frank Bradford (FB)   Isizinda 

 

 

 ACTION 

1. WELCOME 
RO welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. RO introduced the 

team that would be presenting on different aspects of the MES Postponement Application. 

 

2. APOLOGIES 
Recorded as above.  

 

3. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
The draft agenda was accepted and adopted.  

 

4. MES APPLICATION 
1. RO introduced the team and the reason for the public meeting. 
2. SC queried the late application. AG clarified that due to the various differing readings and 

that the 2019 results were not available prior to the closing date for application, a proactive 
application was made. The application will be supplemented with the various reports as 
they have come available and these will be considered by the authorities. 
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3. AG confirmed there will be an opportunity to consider the “late application” as it was 
submitted on time. 

 Overview of the Isizinda Plant and Project Plans 
[See Annexure for link to pdf version of the presentation.].  
1. LG gave an introduction to Isizinda and outlined its core business and geographical location. 

She gave a synopsis of the company’s vision; mission and values (refer to presentation). 
2. The flow schematic process was explained in detail. 
4. Sources of dust, including emissions and the reason for the AEL requirements for Isizinda 

were explained. 
5. When the consultants did stack sampling in 2018 these showed high results for HF 

emissions, which was the reason for postponement of the application. 
6. In trying to determine the root cause of the high readings and improve the emissions it was 

identified that during 2018, Isizinda undertook a project to replace a roof that was almost 
30 years old. A decision was made to undertake another stack sampling in December 2018, 
to determine whether the results were due to the replacement of the roof.  

7. The previous 2017 and May 2018 samples had shown compliance in the existing MES as 
well as the new plant MES. It was only two stack samplings that were not in compliance 
with the new 2020 MES. 

8. Isizinda commits to engaging with stakeholder, specialist consultants and authorities to 
curb problems that could be environmentally unfriendly. 

 

4.1.1. Discussions 
1. SC asked about the products in the quarantine area. 
2. ZM explained it is the process engineering scrap that goes back in the furnace. 
3. SC requested clarity on what happens to the emissions during the flow schematic process. 
4. ZM replied these come off the centre of the roof. 
5. SC asked why the postponement if Isizinda has shown compliance in 2019 with the old and 

new MES. 
6. ZM explained that it takes two months to wait for the results to be processed and the 

application was done as a precaution, as the 2018 results had showed exceedance and the 
2019 results were not yet available when the application had to be submitted. 

7. SC raised concerns about Isizinda’s commitment for making a 5 year application. 
8. AG confirmed that though the application is for 5 years, there is a proposed plan that 

outlines the incremental achievement of technology during that period. This would be 
subject to the regulator’s decision. 

9. AS asked for clarity on whether the 5-year period is stipulated by the regulator and not 
what Isizinda chose. 

10. AG confirmed that the application is up to 5 year as per changes made by the regulator. 
11. SC asked for further clarity on why the need for 5 year application if Isizinda complied in 

2019. 
12. RO reiterated what ZM had mentioned the confusion caused by compliant and non-

compliant stack results and the need to investigate leading to an application while they 
awaited results for 2019. The five year period is not necessarily a set period as the regulator 
might accept the previous compliance and not grant postponement. AG added it is 
precautionary action by Isizinda to make the application in light of the uncertainties in 
results. 

13. SC asked if Isizinda has a corrective technological plan in mind in light of the uncertainties. 
14. ZM responded that Isizinda is engaging in the process and noting the steps to be taken. 
15. AS added that his presentation will elaborate and give clarity to the questions asked by SC. 

He commended Isizinda’s prudency in applying due to the uncertainty of the results. 
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16. SC asked when Isizinda will implement technological interventions to rectify problem even 
before the 5 year period. 

17. RO commented that the AIR presentation might shed light on previous and further 
questions. 

18. AG confirmed that page 27 of the application does address the proposed plan and any 
challenges that could arise with the stipulated deadline being the March 2025.  

19. SC asked if Isizinda is considering the frequency of testing in order to resolve problems 
sooner and the time frame for the next sampling results. 

20. ZM confirmed that follow up tests are due in a couple of months with the next sampling to 
be done in 2020. 

21. PL asked if the results are available in the public domain. 
22. LG confirmed that the results can be obtained from Nozipho (Air Quality) at the King 

Cetshwayo office.  
23. PL asked that slide 1 of Isizinda’s presentation be amended as Bayside is not yet gazetted 

under Richards Bay IDZ. 

 Atmospheric Impact Report 
[See Annexure for link to pdf version of the presentation.] 
1. AS explained that his AIR was to determine what the ambient impact is and what negative 

effect it could have on public health. 
2. AS outlined, details of the sampling results that showed the uncertainty which is the reason 

for the MES application.  
3. Due to the erratic results, the main concern is for Isizinda to get accurate test results for 

business confidence. He added perhaps a better testing model needs to be considered and 
implemented. 

4. Data of emissions for the latest test results were discussed as the disparity is the real reason 
behind the application. The highest concentration happens on the fenceline. 

 

5. DISCUSSION 
1. RO thanked the AS and opened the floor for questions. (She also clarified that when it 

comes to percentages as shown by AS presentation, lower is better.)  
2. SC asked why the two furnaces had such a disparity in results and suggested that the 

methodology used be reviewed to ensure consistency. 
3. RO thanked SC for her comment and added it was critical for I&APs to interrogate the 

process. 
4. SC asked for the report to be updated to include the latest results. 
5. AS answered that these will be added into the EIAs. 
6. PL commended South Africa’s progress on having healthy up-to-date guideline standards. 

He also asked if the 2018’s metadata of both emissions tests be reviewed to pick up 
discrepancies. 

7. SC noted that RBCAA has done monitoring and has data that could be shared with the team 
for comparison and inclusion in the report. 

8. AS thanked SC for the offer of information.  
9. AS further clarified that the testing discrepancies had been interrogated and it was 

identified that the batch timing impacted on the results, it was critical to understand at 
which point during the process the sampling was done and was this consistent for different 
sampling periods. A further complication was that the batch processing times are quite 
short. This will be monitored going forward. 

 

6. CLOSURE 
1. RO thanked everyone for attending and confirmed that copies of presentations would be 

made available electronically. The BID is available on the Phelamanga website under 
“Current special projects”.  
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2. RO reminded all that the comment period would be closing on 13 August 2019 and asked 
that all comments and queries be sent to her with the NAQO copied. 

3. PL thanked Isizinda for the transparency. 
4. There being no further business the meeting closed at 15h38. 

 

 

 

_________________ 

Facilitator 

ANNEXURE  

The following links to the presentations referred to above will be freely available in Phelamanga’s Dropbox 

until the next meeting of the Forum. 

 

PRESENTATION LINK FILE SIZE 

Isizinda 

Presentation 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/o0apekvaboauryx/Isizinda%20Aluminium%

20Presentation%20V4.pdf?dl=0  
1 005 KB 

COEX AIR 

presentation 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/rc1e5issih6ds37/Isizinda%20Presentation%

20of%20AIR%20for%20Stakeholder%20Meeting%2020190715%20%28M

AM_AS%20Rev01%29.pdf?dl=0  

3 494 KB 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/o0apekvaboauryx/Isizinda%20Aluminium%20Presentation%20V4.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/o0apekvaboauryx/Isizinda%20Aluminium%20Presentation%20V4.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rc1e5issih6ds37/Isizinda%20Presentation%20of%20AIR%20for%20Stakeholder%20Meeting%2020190715%20%28MAM_AS%20Rev01%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rc1e5issih6ds37/Isizinda%20Presentation%20of%20AIR%20for%20Stakeholder%20Meeting%2020190715%20%28MAM_AS%20Rev01%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rc1e5issih6ds37/Isizinda%20Presentation%20of%20AIR%20for%20Stakeholder%20Meeting%2020190715%20%28MAM_AS%20Rev01%29.pdf?dl=0

