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Attention: Mr. Andrew McGill for Jeffery David van Staden

Emailaddress: Andrew@babanango.co.za / jeff@babanangoreserve.com

Dear Sir

DC26/0005/2020: ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGU
GAME RESERVE-MADWALENI LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TO WHITE UMFOLOZI RIVER, AT
ULUNDI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY WITHIN ZULULAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

The KwaZulu-Natal Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs has
authorized the abovementioned project. A copy of the environmental authorisation and reasons for the
decision are attached herewith.

1. ENQUIRIES
Please note:

e Al queries regarding this application for environmental authorisation {including the Department's
decision} must be directed to the official of this Department with contact details provided on the
letterhead above.



KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TOURISM
AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

»  Only queries regarding appeals must be submitted to the Office of the MEC (details provided
below).

2. TIMEFRAMES APPLICABLE TO THIS APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION

In accordance with Regulation 4.1 and 4.3 of Government Notice No. R. 650 dated 05t June 2020,
all the timeframes prescribed in the EIA Regulations 2014 have been extended by the number of
days calculated from 27t March 2020 and an additional 21 days during Alert Level 3 of the Covid-
19 lockdown period of the national state of disaster declared for the COVID-19 pandemic in
Government Notice No. R. 608 dated 28" May 2020.

3. NOTIFICATION OF DECISION ON APPLICATION

In accordance with regulation 4(2) of the EIA Regulations 2014 and taking the requirements of Annexure 3
of Government Notice No. R. 650 (dated 05% June 2020} into account, the applicant must in writing within
14 days of the date of this decision (with the timeframe extension as indicated under section 2 (above)
ensure that
a. All registered interested and affected parties are provided with access to this decision and the
reasons for the decision; and,
b.  The attention of all registered interested and affected parties is drawn to the fact that an appeal
may be lodged against the decision in terms of the National Appeal Regulations 2014, if such
appeal is available in the circumstances of the decision.

4. APPEALS

in accordance with regulation 4(1) of the National Appeal Regulations, 2014 an appellant must submit an
appeal to the appeal administrator and a copy of the appeal to the applicant, any registered interested and
affected party and organ of state with interest in the matter within 20 days from the date of notification of
this decision (with the timeframe extension as indicated under section 2 (above).

An appellant must comply with regulation 4(2), take the requirements of Annexure 3 of Government Notice

No. R. 650 (dated 05% June 2020) into account and submit the appeal in writing, on the form obtainable
from the Appeal Administrator and by post, fax, e-mail or hand delivery to the following address%
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The Appeal Administrator,

Office of the KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Economic Development, Tourism & Environmental Affairs

POSTAL/ E-MAIL/ TELEPHONE PHYSICAL:

Private Bag X9152 Room 218.23, 2™ Floor
PIETERMARITZBURG 270 Jabu Ndlovu Street
3200 PIETERMARITZBURG
Tel: 033 264 2651 /081 731 7361 3201

E-Mail: haresh.inderlall@kznedtea.gov.za

{Haresh Inderlall)

5. COLLECTION OF ORIGINAL ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION

The original environmental authorisation can be collected from the Head Office Registry, upon

prior arrangement. Head Office contact details:

Physical address:

270 Jabu Ndlovu Street

PIETERMARITZBURG

3201

Contact Person; Ms Zama Mbanjwa

Telephone No: 033 - 264 2898

Cellular No.: 081 - 271 9541

Email: Zama.Mbanjwa@kznedtea.gov.za

Yours faithfully

e —

"'Tﬂ_r. o cobo

Designation: Director Impact Management: South Region
for. Head of Department:

KwaZulu-Natal Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs

cc: IDM Environmental Consultants: Novashni Moodley: Novashnim@idmconsultants.co.za
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KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TOURISM
AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Environmental Authorization

In terms of regulation 25 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014

Project Title: The Development of Babanango Game Reserve Madwaleni Lodge [BGR-M],
Adjacent to the White Mfolozi River; at Ulundi Local Municipality within Zululand District

Municipality.
Local Municipality: Ulundi Local Municipality
Application number: DC26/0005/2020
'NEAS No. KZN/EIA/0001387/2020
Date of first issue:
Date amended: N/A
Authorization holder: AHC Northern Territories {Pty) Ltd
Location: The Project is located on Farm

Portion Lulu 722/GU and Portion 4
of Doornkroon 412; Parcel Key:
K266; at Ulundi Local Municipality.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGO GAME RESERVE MADWALENI LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TO THE WHITE
MFOLOZI RIVER; AT ULUNDI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY WITHIN THE ZULULAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

Project Description

The development of Babanango Game Reserve-Madwaleni Lodge [BGR-M]; adjacent to the White
Umfolozi River; at Ulundi Local Municipality within Zululand District Municipality.

The development of BGR-M will entail the following infrastructural components:
e A main reception area [comprising reception, covered interior and exterior, open exterior and
pool of 2025m?;
o  Six accommodation units of 233.8m?
o  Services of 606.1m? [Kitchen and faundry]; and

s This totals a site development area of 4033, 9m2.

Decision

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107
of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, the
KwaZulu-Natal Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs
(hereafter referred4o as the “Department”)

grants environmental authorization
to:

AHC Northern Territories (Pty) Ltd (herein after referred to as “the authorization holder”)

Details of the contact person:

Mr. Andrew McGill for Mr. Jeffrey David van Staden

2 Fraser Road

Fraser Office Park

Hillcrest

3100

Tel:  (031) 100 0362

Email: Andrew@babanango.co.za / jeff@babanangoreserve.com
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGO GAME RESERVE MADWALENI LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TO THE WHITE
MFOLOZI RIVER; AT ULUNDI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY WITHIN THE ZULULAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the activity") as described in Section 1 below.

1. Activities Authorized and Location of Activities

The following activities in Government Notice No. R. 983 and 985 dated 08t December 2014 are triggered

by the abovementioned project:

11 Description of Activities and location

Component { or Listing Notice : Listed Activity

phase) of the project | Activity No.

The facilities Activity 12 {ii)(c) The development of-

[structures proposed of GNR 327 (i) infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of
will exceed 100m?and | Listing Notice 1: 100 square metres or more;

in some cases be
located within 32m of
the White Mfolozi River

08th December
2014

Where such development occurs-

(a)within a watercourse

(b) in front of a development setback; or

(c) if no development setback exist, within 32 metres of a

watercourse, measured from the edge of the watercourse.

The waste water
effluent from each unit
will be gravity fed to a
series of lift pit sumps
positioned at suitable
locations. Waste from
sumps will be pumped

up to a centrally located

sewage treatment plant.

The sewage treatment
ptant will consist of the
following: Primary
Anerobic Septic Tanks.
There will be three
stage 15,000L septic

Activity 25 of GNR
327 Listing Notice
1: 08 December

2014

The development and related operation of facilities or
infrastructure for the treatment of effluent wasltewater or
sewage with a daily throughput capacity of more than 2 000
cubic metres buf less than 15 000 cubic metres

“GROWING KWAZULU-NATAL TOGETHER"
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGO GAME RESERVE MADWALENI LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TO THE WHITE
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tank consisting of 3 X
5000 L chambers. The
septic tank will start the
biological anaerobic
process breaking down
solid partials allowing
for setting and
separation. The septic
tank treatment process
will also include lift
pumps, upfront screen
filter, secondary aerobic
MBBR bio-reactors,
clarifier, disinfection
tank, filtration plant,
activated carbon
filtration, final treated
water tank, boost pump,
manual bypass valve.
Full explanation on the
operation of the septic
take is provided in the

Basic assessment

report

The BGR-M will Activity 6 of GNR | The development of resorts, lodges, hotels, tourism or
accommodate more 324 hospitality facilities that sleeps 15 people or more.

than 15 people in a
hospitality facility under

[d]iv]{iifvilfiij{aal(cc]
Listing Notice 3: of

(d). in KwaZulu Natal where -
{v) A protected area identified in terms of NEMPAA

sensitive areas applied | 08 December excluding conservancies;
for preceding columns | 2014 {i). In Critical biodiversity areas as identified in systematic
biodiversity plans adopted by the competent authority orin
bioregional plans;
g p V%
“GROWING KWAZULU-NATAL TOGETHER" %
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGO GAME RESERVE MADWALEN! LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TO THE WHITE
MFOLOZI RIVER; AT ULUNDI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY WITHIN THE ZULULAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

(vi). Outside urban areas

(aa) Areas within 10 km from national parks or world
heritage sites or 5 km from any terrestrial protected area as
identified in terms of NEMPAA or from the core area of a
biosphere reserve;

(cc) In Areas within a watercourse or wetland; or within 100

metres from the edge of a watercourse or wetland.

The removal of 300m?
of indigenous
vegetation will be
removed for the
development of BGR-M

development

Activity 12 of GNR
324 [d]{v][viii][xi];
Listing Notice 3. of
08t December
2014

The clearance of an area of 300 square metres or more of
indigenous vegetation

d. In KwaZulu Natal -

(v) In Critical biodiversity areas as identified in systematic
biodiversity plans adopted by the competent authority or in
bioregional plans;

(viii) In a protected area identified in terms of NEMPAA
excluding conservancies;

xii) In sensitive areas as identified in environmental
management framework as contemplated in chapter 5 of
the Act and as adopted by the competent authority

The infrastructu‘re of
10m? and more will be
developed for the
development of BGR-M
development.

Activity 14 of GNR
324 [ii}[c) within
[d]liv]iviil[xi] ;
Listing Notice 3; of
08t December
2014

The development of - [(d) in KwaZulu Natal]

(iiinfrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of
10 m? or more;

Where such development occurs-

[a] within a watercourse;

{b).in front of a development setback; or

(c) if no development setback exist, within 32 metres of a
watercourse, measured from the edge of the watercourse.,

Excluding the development of infrastructure or structures

within existing ports or harbours that will not increase the

development footprint of the port or harbour.

(iv) In a protected area identified in terms of NEMPAA,

excluding conservancies;

“GROWING KWAZULU-NATAL TOGETHER”
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGO GAME RESERVE MADWALEN! LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TO THE WHITE
MFOLOZI RIVER; AT ULUNDI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY WITHIN THE ZULULAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

(vii)In Critical biodiversity areas or ecological support areas
as identified in systematic biodiversity plans adopted by
the competent authority or in bioregional plans

as described in the Final Basic Assessment Report dated 13" November 2020 and received by the
Department on the 18" November 2020,

1.2 The Physical address or Farm Name

Local Municipality

The project is located on Farm Lulu 722 and Portion 4 of Doornkroon 412; Parcel Key: K266; at Ulundi

1.3 Coordinates:

Central
Latitude/Longitude Degrees Minutes Seconds
South 28 13 01.81
East K} 04 40.73
North West Comer
South 28 12 54,05
East 3 04 41.53
South West Comer
South 28 12 59.71
East K} 04 27.25
North East Corner
South 28 13 61.24
East 3 04 41.23
South East Comner
South 28 13 10.82
East 31 04 41.23

"GROWING KWAZULU-NATAL TOGETHER"
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Environmental Authorization
THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGO GAME RESERVE MADWALENI LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TQ THE WHITE
MFOLOZI RIVER; AT ULUNDI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY WITHIN THE ZULULAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

Surveyor —General 21 digit code:

N{O|G|U]|O |0 (0|00 {0 |00 |0 |7 (2]2]0 |0 |0 |00

2. Conditions of Authorization

This Environmental Authorization is subject to the conditions set out below:

2.1. Period of Validity: The listed activity authorized must commence within ten (10) years from the date
of issue. If commencement of the authorized activity does not occur within that period, this
authorization lapses; and the holder of environmental authorisation must re-apply for environmental
authorisation should he or she wish to carry out the activity, unless an application for amendment is
received on the prescribed application form prior to the expiry date.

2.2 Environmental Audit Report
2.2.1 All the documentation, for instance, environmental audit reports / monitoring reports / compliance

reports must be submitted to this Department on quarterly basis after the receipt of the development
commencement nofification.

2.2.2 The environmental audit reports must be compiled in accordance with Appendix 7 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 [as amended in 2017] and must indicate the
date of the audit, the name and the outcome of the audit in terms of compliance with the
environmental authorisation conditions as well as the requirements of the EMPr.

2.2.3 Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available for inspection to
the Department.

2.3 Environmental Management Programme
2.3.1 The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) dated November 2020 for the development

and operational phases of this project as submitted for the environmental authorization of this project
complies with section 24N of NEMA and Appendix 4 of the EIA Regulations, 2014. This EMPr is
hereby approved and must be implemented.

2.3.2 The EMPr must be kept on site during all phases of the development.

2.3.3 The EMPr must be updated where the findings of the environmental audit reports indicate insufficient
mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity, or insufficient
levels of compliance with environmental authorisation or EMPr.

2.34 The updated EMPr must contain recommendations to rectify the shortcomings identified in the
environmental audit report. %

“GROWING KWAZULU-NATAL TOGETHER"

Page 90f 25



Environmental Authorization
THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGO GAME RESERVE MADWALENI LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TO THE WHITE
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2.3.5 The updated EMPr must be submitted to the Department for approval together with the environmental
audit report, as per Regulation 34 of GN R. 982. The updated EMPr must have been subjected to a
public participation process, which process has been agreed to by the Department, prior to
submission of the updated EMPr to the Department.

2.4 Monitoring and Reporting to the Department
24.1 All requirements for the management, monitoring and reporting of impacts for all phases of the

project must be as specified in the approved EMPr.

2.4.2 The holder of environmental authorisation must appoint an experienced - qualified independent
Environmental Control Officer (ECO) for the construction phase of the development that will have the
responsibility to ensure that the mitigation measures and recommendations referred to in this
environmental authorisation are implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the
approved EMPr.

2.4.3 The ECO must be appointed before commencement of any authorised activities.

2.4.4 Once appointed, the name and contact details of the ECO must be submitted to the Zululand
Assistant Director: Compliance, Monitoring and Enforcement Component of the Department.

2.4.5 The ECO must keep record of all activiies on site, problems identified, transgressions noted and a
task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO.

2.5 All documentation, for instance, audit / monitoring / compliance reports and nofifications, required to be
submitted to the Department in terms of environmental authorisation, must be submitted to the
Assistant Director: Compliance, Moni'toring and Enforcement Component of the Department. "

2.6 The holder of environmental authorisation must, for the period during which the environmental
authorisation and EMPr remain valid, ensure that project compliance with conditions of the
environmental authorisation and EMPr are audited, and that the audit reports are submitted to the
Assistant Director: Compliance, Monitoring and Enforcement Component of the Department

2.7 The activity authorized must only be carried out at the location as described in section 1 above.

2.8 Written notice of the commencement of the construction and operational phases
2.8.1 Not less than seven (7} days written notice must be given to the Department that the construction

phase will commence. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site preparation
The notice must include a date on which it is anticipated that the construction will commence.
2.8.2 Not less than thirty (30) days written nofice must be given to the Department that the operational

phase will commence.

"GROWING KWAZULU-NATAL TOGETHER"
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Environmental Authorization
THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGO GAME RESERVE MADWALEN| LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TO THE WHITE
MFOLOZI RIVER; AT ULUNDI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY WITHIN THE ZULULAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

2.9 Specific Development Phase Conditions
2.9.1 The development of Babanango Game Reserve-Madwaleni Lodge [BGR-M] must be developed in

accordance with Site Development Plan, designed and drawn by Nicholas Plewman Architects &
Associates; official MJ and checked by GK; dated 02" November 2020 included in the Final Basic
Assessment Report compiled by Integrated Development Management Services Environmental
Consultants (IDME) and attached as Annexure 3 (a) in this environmental authorisation.

2.9.2 The development of BGR-M must be developed in accordance with Environmental Sensitivity Plan;
designed and drawn by Nicholas Plewman Architects & Associates; official MJ and checked by GK;
dated 02 November 2020 included in the Final Basic Assessment Report compiled by Integrated
Development Management Services Environmental Consultants (IDME) and attached as Annexure
3 (b) in this environmental authorisation

293 If Site Development Plan and Environmental Sensitivity Plan; stated above at 2.9.1 and 2.9.2
conditions; attached as Annexure 3 {a) and (b) of the environmental authorisation are amended; the
amended Site Development Plan and Environmental Sensitivity Plan must be submitted to the
Department for approval prior commencement of the development.

2.9.4 The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that a qualified experienced geotechnical
engineer and structural / civil engineer is hired prior construction to supervise construction; that it is
developed as per engineering design and to confirm the founding conditions and geotechnical
aspects of the development of the site.

2.9.5 The areas outside of the development footprint, including sensitive areas and buffer areas, must be
clearly demarcated [using fencing and signage] before construction commences and must be
regarded as “no-go” areas. Contractors and construction workers must be clearly informed of the no-
go areas

2.9.6 The development of BGR-M must incorporate natural vegetation into the design as far as practically
possible, e.g. Develop around larger trees and only remove low shrubs where required.

2.9.7 The BGR-M infrastructure must be developed and located outside of the 1:100 year floodline extent.

2.9.8 The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that groundwater level and quality monitoring is
conducted to ensure that no detrimental impact is posed to groundwater resources due to
abstraction

2.9.9 The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that data obtained from the monitoring is
assessed after 12 months to re-evaluate the recommended abstraction volumes.

2.9.10The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that groundwater sampling of all boreholes is

- conducted to ensure water is safe for human consumption. .
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2.9.11The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that septic tanks are monitored and the designs
must allow for a closed system with sufficient volumes for the amount of people catered for at the
BGR-M development.

2.9.12The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that the waste water treatment plant is located
100 metres away from the White Umfolozi River and any tributary watercourses.

2.9.13 The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that there is no dumping of any waste material

in or near the watercourses.

2.9.14The chemicals must be stored in a bunded area with an impermeable base, which is capable of
containing 110% of bunded material.

29.15The spillages of fuels, oils and other harmful chemicals must be cleaned up immediately and
contaminants properly drained and disposed of using proper solid / hazardous waste facilifies.

2.9.16The materials storage areas and parking of machines must be demarcated away from the sensitive
areas, such areas are watercourses, and wetland habitats.

2.9.17The portable toilets must be placed outside of the 1:100 year fiood line of any existing watercourses.

2.9.18Watercourses outside the approved footprint / layout must be treated .as ‘no-go” areas and
demarcated as such. No vehicles, machinery, personnel, construction material, fuel, oil, bitumen or
waste be allowed into these areas without the express permission of and supervision by the ECO,
except for rehabilitation work in these areas.

2.9.19The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that adequate storm water mitigation is
implemented throughout the construction site; ffom construction commencement until project
completion and in accordance with approved EMPr.

2.9.20Complaints received with regard to the development of Madwaleni Lodge infrastructure and actions
taken to address such complaints must be recorded in a register and be made available to the
Department upon request.

2.9.21The building rubble, concrete and building waste that becomes redundant must be disposed off at a
permitted landfilf site.

2.9.22The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that all watercourses, wetlands are free from
construction rubble, spoil materials and waste materials.

2.9.23The storm water runoff mitigation measures must be implemented to mitigate against runoff from the
construction area fo prevent excessive erosion.

2.9.24The holder of the authorisation must demarcate sensitive areas and do not allow entry. This area
must be mapped by a qualified ecologist.
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2.8.26Permits for the removal and relocation of plants and animal species must be obtained prior

commencement of development.

2.9.26The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that all contractors and employees undergo

induction which includes basic environmental awareness training. Induction must include aspects of
avoiding littering, reporting and cleaning of spills and leaks as well as general ‘housekeeping’. The
training can be done in conjunction with health and safety.

2.9.27The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that a buffer zone of 15m is calculated for the

CVB wetland; a buffer zone of 19m is calculated for the White uMfolozi River and a buffer zone of 23
metres for ephemeral drainage lines. These buffer zones must be applied during both the
construction and operational phases of the development.

2.9.28The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that any source or potential source of pollution

from his BGR-M undertaking is effectively prevented and o take appropriate measures fo prevent
any pollution of the environment. Failure to comply with the requirements of the National Water Act
[Act 36 of 1998] could lead to legal action being instituted against the holder of environmental
authorisation.

2.9.29The KwaZulu-Natal Amafa and Research Instifute must be contacted if any heritage objects are

identified during earthmoving activities and all development must cease until further notice from the
Institute.

2.9.30 The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that no structures older than sixty years or
parts of thereof are allowed to be demolished, altered or extended without a permit from KwaZulu ~
Natal and Research Institute.

2.9.31 The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that under no circumstances may any heritage
material be destroyed or remaoved from site unless under the direction of the KwaZulu Natal and
Research Institute and a heritage specialist.

2.9.32 Should any remains be found on site that is potentially human remains, the South African Police
Service [SAPS] must be contacted. No SAPS official may disturb or exhume such remains, without
the necessary permission from the KwaZulu Natal and Research Institute.

2.9.33 No construction activities must be allowed within 50m of a site, which contains rock art.

2.9.34 The environmental authorisation holder must ensure that sources of all natural materials [including
topsoil, sands, natural gravels, crushed stone, asphalt, etc] must be obtained in a sustainable
manner and in compliance with heritage legislation.

2.9.35An alien eradication and control programme must be developed and implemented to eradicate ali

vegetation in disturbed areas by earthmoving activities.
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2.9.36The environmental authorisation holder must rehabilitate construction working servitude and nay
areas outside of footprint which were impacted by construction activities.

2.9.37This environmental authorisation does not negate the holder the responsibility to comply with any
other statutory requirements that may be applicable for the development of a filling station.

2.9.38The environmental authorisation holder is responsible for compliance with Duty of Care and

Remediation of Damage in accordance with Section 28 of NEMA; Act 107 of 1998 [as amended)].

2.10  Availability of this environmental authorization
2.10.1A copy of this environmental authorization must be kept by the authorization holder and made

available to any official of the Department on request.

3. General

3.1 Compliance with the conditions of this authorization
In terms of section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), no
person may commence with an aclivity listed in terms of section 24(2) (a) or (b} of the Act, uniess the

competent authority has granted an environmental authorization.

3.2 Understanding the conditions of this authorization
It is the responsibility of the environmental authorization holder to understand the conditions of this

authorization. Any queries regarding this enviranmental authorization must be submitted in writing to
the Department (contact detailsjn section 3.4). )

it is the responsibility of the environmental authorisation holder to apply for an amendment of the
environmental authorisation with the Department for any transfer or change of ownership rights in the

property on which the activity is to take place.

3.3 Amendments to the project or EMPr
3.3.1 Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in this authorization must be

appraved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected.
3.3.2 Any subsequent amendments to the approved EMPr must also be submitted to the Department for
review. The amendments must only be implemented after being approved by the ~ Department,

3.4 Contact details of the Department

The following contact details for the Department must be used for all reports, notices etc. which must be
submitted to the Department;
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KZN Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs
Private Bag X22

Ulundi

3838

Fax No: 035 - 870 9390
Cell. No: 082 322 1316

Attention: Control Environmental Officer: Compliance, Monitoring & Enforcement Component, Zululand
District Office.

Date of environmental authorization: O é// o/ // 202/

y: Mr Sabelo Ngcobo
Designation: Director Impact Management: South Region
for: Head of Department:

KwaZulu-Natal Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs
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Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

1. Information considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department took, infer alia, the following into consideration —

a) Application Form dated 21t August 2020;

b) The Draft Basic Assessment Report [DBAR] dated July 2020 and received by the
Department on the 21t August 2020;

¢) Amended Application Form dated 24" November 2020;

d) The Final Basic Assessment Report [FBAR] dated 13 November 2020 and received by the
Department on 18" November 2020;

e) The comments received from the organs of state and interested and affected parties as

included in the FBAR dated 13% November 2020; including comments and information

received after FBAR submission.

Document

Compiled by

Date

Application for Environmental

Integrated Development Management Services

21st August 2020

Authorisation Environmental Consultants

Integrated Development Management Services 19t February 2020
et L L s Environmental Consultants -

Integrated Development Management Services July 2020

Draft Basic Assessment Report

Environmental Consultants

Final Basic Assessment Report

Integrated Development Management Services

Environmental Consultants

13t November 2020

Freshwater and Vegetation Louise Zdanow SACNASP Reg No. 114072 July 2020
Assessment

NJV Consulting (PTY) LTD, Consulting Engineers & | August 2020
SnoresinglcRe Project Managers

. : 7 th

Preliminary Geotechnical Drennan Maud (PTY) LTD; Geotechnical Engineers | 10t July 2019
Assessment and Engineering Geologist

GCS Water and Environmental Consultants {Pty) 227 November 2019
Hydrogeological Assessment Ltd: Project No. 19-0374
Faunal Assessment Ross Goode: Zanemvula Environmental (Pty) Ltd September 2019

e

“‘GROWING KWAZULU-NATAL TOGETHER"

Page 16 of 25

&




Environmental Authorization

THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGO GAME RESERVE MADWALENI LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TO THE WHITE
MFOLOZI RIVER; AT ULUNDI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY WITHIN THE ZULULAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY,

Dr. Bruce Scott-Shaw & Nick Davis: NatureStamp August 2019
Hydrological Assessment [Pty] Ltd

Dr. Bruce Scott-Shaw & Nick Davis: NatureStamp March 2020
Hydropedological Assessment [Pty] Ltd
Heritage Impact Assessment Jean Beater & Roy Muroyi 29" August 2019
Agricultural Land Potential and VUNA Agribusiness 130 July 2020
Impact Assessment

Mohamed Kajee [Senior Traffic Engineer]: Pr Eng 301 June 2020
Traffic Assessment 20170283
Correspondence Ms. B. Pawandiwa: Amafa Provincial Heritage 27" November 2019

Mr. P. Mans: Department of Agriculture and Rural 25" August 2020
Correspondence

Development

T. Sibozana: Department of Environment, Forestry 14t September 2020
Correspondence and Fisheries
Correspondence L Sibango :Department of Water and Sanitation 19% September 2020

f) Mitigation measures as proposed in the FBAR dated 13t November 2020 (including

specialist studies) have been incorporated in the EMPr dated November 2020; and

9) The findings of the site visits undertaken by Department's official on the 215t August 2020.

Key factors considered in making the decision

h) Government Notice No. R.608 dated 28" May 2020 and Government Notice No. R. 650
dated 05 June 2020

a) Final Basic Assessment Report {FBAR) dated 13t November 2020 received by
Department on 18 November 2020
i. The FBAR dated 13" November 2020 comply with the requirements of the EIA Regulations,

2014 and have been accepted by the Department;

ii. The FBAR dated 13% November 2020; included a description of the environment that may be

affected by the activity and the manner in which the physical, biological, social, economic and

cultural aspects of the environment may be affected by the proposed activity.

ii. 'The methodology used in assessing the potential impacts identified in the FBAR 13t November

2020.

g
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b) Government Notice No. R.650 and R. 608
In accordance with Regulation 4.1 and 4.3 of Government Notice No. R. 650; dated 05t June

2020, all the timeframes prescribed in the EIA Regulations 2014 have been extended by the
number of days calculated from 27% March 2020 and an additional 21 days during Alert Level 3
of the Covid-19 lockdown period of the national state of disaster declared for the COVID-19
pandemic in Government Notice No. R. 608 dated 28t May 2020.

¢) Public Participation Process:

A pre- application meeting was held on the 21st August 2020, A newspaper advert was placed in
the local newspaper Zululand Observer on the 27t July 2020. Site Notices were also placed in
areas accessible by the community.

The public participation process complies with the requirements of Chapter 6 of the EIA
Regulations, 2014 and the comments from the organs of state and interested and affected parties
have been included in the FBAR dated 13t November 2020 and received by the'Department on
the 18th November 2020.

d) Need and Desirability

The BGR-M development is desired as it will contribute to the local economic growth of the area

by providing more community facilities; of which amongst others

o The development is a design in soff engineering and eco-lodges, which will be in line with
types of development acceptable for BGR. The BGR-M development is low impact eco-
lodges and supporting infrastructure;

o The benefits of BGR-M would outweigh any physical negative impacts as community
upliftment will be ensured to these indigent communities;

o The BGR-M will facilitate the promulgation of Babanangu Game Reserve and the stewardship
thereof;

o The development will provide employment opportunities for the surrounding communities
while sustaining the natural habitat of the “Big 5 under the Babanangu Game Reserve.

¢) Freshwater and Vegetation Assessment

The Freshwater and Vegetation Impact Assessment report dated July 2020 was conducted by
Louise Zdanow and reviewed by Natasha van de Haar of EnviroSwift KZN. The aim of the study
was to provide an indication of what sensitivity of vegetation communities associated with project |

o
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footprint occurs as well as identify watercourses within project area. Four watercourses were

identified within or directly adjacent to the project footprint and four vegetation communities were
encountered during site assessment and all were considered to be of moderate sensitivity. The
specialist concluded that development of BGR-M would be favourably provided mitigation

measures are implemented.

f) Engineering Report
The Engineering Report for the BGR-M development was compiled by NJV Consulting [Pty] Ltd

dated July 2020. The aim of the Engineering Report was to define in narrative form the civil and
structural criteria for the BGR-M development, the likely suite of materials, and the likely
standards and procedures to be used in the design.

The investigation concluded by identifying fist of relevant structures, design standards, and
appropriate materials.

g) Preliminary Geotechnical Assessment

A Preliminary Geotechnical Investigation Report for the BGR-M development was compiled by
Drennan Maud [Ply] Ltd dated 10% July 2019. The aim of the preliminary geotechnical
investigation was to determine the suitability of the in-situ soils/ bedrock for the founding of
structures, including subgrade materials for construction purposes. The collapse/heave potential
of the upper loose sandy/clay soils in terms of excavations and stability of slopes as well as
suitability of wastewater disposal by means of subsoil percolation and presence of perched water
table. The investigation concluded that the site is feasible for the proposed development of
BGR-M however indicated that a detailed geotechnical assessment is still required prior final
design and during development of the site.

h) Hydrogeological Investigation

The Hydrogeological Investigation Report for the BGR-M project development was compiled by
GCS Water & Environmental Consultants dated 22« November 2019. The aim of the
hydrogeological investigation was to secure a water supply for the lodge and to carry out risk
assessment based on the proposed septic tank system.

The investigation concluded that the drilled boreholes yielded between 0,1I/s and 0,56 I/s; and
that water quality was of good quality; but that the groundwater level and quality must be
monitored. The report recommended that groundwater level and quality must be monitored and

el
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groundwater sampling of boreholes should be conducted to test if it's safe for human

consumption and also the septic tanks be monitored and designs must allow for closed systems

with adequate volumes.

i) Faunal Assessment

The Faunal Assessment for the BGR-M development was compiled by Zanemvula
Environmental Consultants dated September 2019. The aim of the faunal assessment was to
carroborate the presence of faunal species; and more importantly, the presence of species of
conservation concern. The study confirmed that the site as a whole provide ample habitat for
nesting and foraging for avifauna, also that its act as core of ecological area and overall positive
impact will be seen on all avifauna of the area provided protection is afforded. A number of
species of conservation were identified on the site nonetheless the development was supported
provided mitigation measures are complied with.

j) Hydrological Assessment
The Hydrological Assessment for the BGR-M development dated August 2019, was conducted

by Dr. Bruce Scott-Shaw & Nick Davis of NatureStamp Environmental. The aim of the
assessment was to determine flood line of any significant stream or river that may impact on the
development. The assessment concluded that the extent of flood is not excessive however
development of the lodge distance and height must be away from the 1:100 yedr flood event.

k) Hydropedological Assessment

The Hydropedological Assessment for the BGR-M development dated March 2020 was
conducted by Dr. Bruce Scott-Shaw & Nick Davis of NatureStamp Environmental. The aim of the
assessment study was to determine the prevailing soil conditions, identify any constraints for
water drainage, erosion and stability and finally the recommendations for site rehabilitation in the
context of soil management. The study concluded that the site is structurally unsuitable for large
infrastructure but lodge is suitable for such a site. Also no development along any slopes steeper
than 18° and within 1:100 year floodline is recommended. .

I} Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment

The Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment Report for the Madwaleni Lodge development was
compiled by Jean beater and Roy Muroyi dated 29t August 2019. The aim of the heritage impact
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assessment was to determine the possible existence of heritage resources that could be

impacted by the Madwaleni Lodge development. Numerous graves and remains of stonewalling
were identified on the site as well as remains of copper mine and lime mine. The Heritage
Impact Assessment recommended graves and stonewalling be fenced and 2m buffer be
maintained and that the remains of copper and lime mine found onsite, their associated
buildings and slags heaps be left intact as they provide evidence of early mining in the province.
The assessment concluded that development of BGR-M can proceed provided the

recommendations and mitigation measures are complied with.

m) Traffic Statement Letter

The Traffic Assessment conducted by TraffAmart Consulting associated with the BGR-M
development, authored by Senior Traffic Engineer; Mohamed Kajee dated 30 June 2020. The
aim of the assessment was to determine whether the proposed development requires Traffic
Impact Assessment (TIA) as part of basic assessment. The assessment concluded that the
BGR-M would generate 4, 4 and 5 trips rate during the respective peak hours, which is below 50
strips per hour therefore TIA is not required.

n) Agricultural assessment

The Agricultural Assessment Report for the BGR-M development was compiled by Vuna
Agribusiness [Pty] Ltd; dated 13% July 2020. The aim of the agricultural assessment was to
conduct an agricultural land potential and impact assessment for the BGR-M development. The
assessment concluded that BGR-M development must proceed; provided attention is given to
the mitigation impact measures identified in the report.

o) Alternatives

« Site and type of Activity Alternative:
The proposed BGR project site is the only preferred site for development of Madwaleni Lodge,

No other site were considered.

o Layout and Design Alternative
In terms of fayout route or design alternatives; no [ayout or design has been assessed because

the design has had eco-design and nature- based design at its core from the outset.

e No-Go Alternative
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This alternative would leave the site with least negative direct impacts. The site would remain

largely vacant and open and see the status quo of the area remaining. This alternative will not be
ideal as the current site is vacant and not well maintained. If the status quo remains, the direct
and indirect social benefits of great Babanango Game Reserve will not be realised.

Impact Statement

The objective of the assessment of impacts is to identify and assess all significant impacts that
may arise from the undertaking of an activity. The findings of the impact assessments are used
to inform the competent authority's decision as to whether the activity should be authorised; or
authorised subject to conditions that will mitigate the impacts to within acceptable levels or

should the environmental authorisation be refused.

The analysis of significance of the varied BGR-M development environmental impacts before
mitigation were mainly medium to high; and subsequently rated mainly medium to low after
mitigation which may be considered not to impact the study area environment heavily.
Conclusively the negative environmental impacts can be mitigated; avoided and managed to
acceptable levels. So the Department authorises the BGR-M development subject to conditions
to be implemented by the applicant.

p) Objectives of integrated environmental management:

The Depariment is safisfied that, subject to compliance with the conditions contained in the
environmental authorization, the general objectives of Integrated Environmental Management
laid down in Chapter 5 of NEMA will be met.
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Annexure 2: Locality Map

T ¥ b i 1 5

| Madwaleni Lodge Locality Map R Lo

o Famiy- 4

Wrte a descripbon for your map

R A,

"GROWING KWAZULU-NATAL TOGETHER”

Page 23 of 25



Environmental Authorization
THE DEVELOPMENT OF BABANANGO GAME RESERVE MADWALENI LODGE [BGR-M]; ADJACENT TO THE WHITE
MFOLOZI RIVER; AT ULUNDI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY WIiTHIN THE ZULULAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

Annexure 3 (a): Site Development Plan

The development of Babanango Game Reserve -Madwaleni Lodge [BGR-M] must be developed in
accordance with Site Development Plan, designed and drawn by Nicholas Plewman Architects &
Associates; official MJ and checked by GK; dated 02" November 2020 included in the Final Basic
Assessment Report compiled by Integrated Development Management Services Environmental
Consultants (I'D_ME) and aftached as Annexure 3 (a} in this environmental authorisation.
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Annexure 3 (b): Environmental Sensitivity Plan

The development of BGR-M must be developed in accordance with Environmental Sensitivity Plan [to
avoid identified sensitive environments); designed and drawn by Nicholas Plewman Architects &
Associates; official MJ and checked by GK; dated 02" November 2020 attached as Annexure 3 {b) in
this environmental authorisation
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